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The Meaning of Palimpsest
In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other 
material from which one or more writings had been 
erased to give room for later records. But the era­
sures were not always complete; and so it became the 
fascinating task of scholars not only to translate the 
later records but also to reconstruct the original writ­
ings by deciphering the dim fragments of letters partly 
erased and partly covered by subsequent texts.
The history of Iowa may be likened to a palimpsest 
which holds the record of successive generations. 
To decipher these records of the past, reconstruct 
them, and tell the stories which they contain is the 
task of those who write history.
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Some Historic Sites in Iowa
T h e  written history of Iowa begins on June 17, 
1673, when Joliet and M arque t te  paddled  out of 
the W iscons in  River and into the broad expanse 
of the Mississippi just below M cG regor ,  Iowa. 
Everything before that date  is pre-historic Iowa 
and  is best represented by the Effigy M ounds  
National M onument above presen t-day  M a r ­
quette.
A number of other sites comparable to the Effi­
gy M ounds  area are being developed. In addition, 
the State Historical Society of Iowa hopes to make 
a beginning on its Toolesboro M ounds  area in the 
months ahead.
As a further guide for members and interested 
Iowans, the Society plans to publish issues of The 
Palimpsest on such topics as museums— state, city, 
and privately owned— which have outstanding 
merit and will be of more than local interest. T h e  
latter type will doubtless be listed in an appendix. 
Also contemplated is an issue on fairs, festivals, 
rodeos and similar attractions. These  must be
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well-es tablished and  possess  the element of lon­
gevity, such as the C la y  C o u n ty  Fair,  the National  
D a iry  C ongress ,  the Pella Tulip  Festival,  the T a ­
ma P o w w o w ,  and  the rodeos at S idney  and  Fort  
M ad ison .  Information, p rogram s,  and  pictures 
will be needed  in o rde r  to develop these stories. 
U lt imate ly  complete issues of The Palimpsest 
should ap p ea r  on the more important ones, similar 
to those published on the Iowa S ta te  Fair,  the C lay  
C o u n ty  Fair,  the T a m a  P o w w o w , an d  the M i d ­
west O ld  T h re sh e r s  Reunion.
Iowa has a rich and  colorful h istory and  every 
effort should be m ade  to present it in vivid and 
dramatic  form. Historical accuracy  should a lw ays  
be the determining factor in every community 
presentation. It is only when the elements of 
truth and  accuracy  are  combined with dram a that 
a true picture can be d raw n .
O n e  can earnes t ly  hope that the following pages 
will serve as a catalyst  in engender ing  a deeper  
love and  affection for the H a w k ey e  State.
W i l l i a m  J. P e t e r s e n
Photo  C ourtesy  Io w a  C onserva t ion  Commission 
Fort Atkinson was established to protect the Winnebago Indians from the Sioux on 
the North and from the Sauk and Fox on the South. The Winnebagoes were removed 
from the Neutral Ground to Minnesota in 1848.
REMAINS OF OLD FORT ATKINSON
Fort Atkinson
P h o to  C ourtesy  Io w a  C o n serva t ion  Com m ission 
Established — 1840; Abandoned — 1849; Sold at Auction — 1853.
I
EFFIGY MOUNDS NATIONAL MONUMENT
Marquette
Explanatory Signs Help the Visitor.
Former Headquarters. Effigy Mounds National Monument.
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EFFIGY MOUNDS NATIONAL MONUMENT
Marquette
C ourtesy  Effigy M ounds  N ationa l  M onum en t
Guides Explain the Mounds Along Picturesque Trails
C ourtesy  Effigy M ounds  N ationa l  M o n u m e n t
The Mississippi Can Be Seen From Park Trail
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THE HARLAN HOME
Mount Pleasant
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TWO NEW STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY SITES
Pho to  by L. 0 .  C heever
Society Members Inspect Toolesboro Mounds.
C e d ar  R a p id s  Gazette  Pho to  
Montauk — The Larrabee Home at Clermont.
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ANTONIN DVORAK IN IOWA
Spillville
Monument Commemorating Visit of the Renowned Composer in 1893.
P h o to  bv K a v e n a y ,  co u r te sy  A n d era
T he Home in which Dvorak lived. Here he completed the Newr World 
symphony, composed his American Quartette and a quintette for strings, and 
found inspiration for Humoresque The Bily Clocks are now housed in this
home.
SYMPHONIES IN WOOD: SOME BILY BROTHERS CLOCKS
Spillville
¡
Violin Clock The Statuary Clock
First Thanksgiving Plaque
217
INHERE ARE SEVERAL PIONEER LOG CABINS AT DECORAH
Exterior of Cabin on the Luther College Campus.
218

THE LITTLE BROWN CHURCH IN THE VALE
Nashua
There's a church in the valley by the wildwood, 
No lovelier place in the dale.
No spot is so dear to ray childhood.
As the little brown church in the vale.
A French Canadian who came to Prairie du Chien in 1785, Dubuque received per­
mission of the Fox Indians to work the lead mines around present-day Dubuque in 
1788. A Spanish Land Grant was made to him in 1796. He died in 1810.
JUSTICE SAMUEL F. MILLER HOME AND MUSEUM
Keokuk
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GRAVE OF JULIEN DUBUQUE
Dubuque
Lincoln appointee to U S. Supreme Court; Served 1862-1890.
221

Main Street in St. Donatus — An Early Luxemburg Settlement.
The Old Court House, Keokuk — Erected as a Medical School in 1857.
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The Great Seal of Iowa
The Iowa State Banner
ICY WOJ.HO IHOUNÎ?THE WHITE MAN COMES
Headquarters and Museum. Effigy Mounds National Monument, Marquette
The Graves of Chief Wapello and Joseph M Street. Agency
227
i
:Ar »mfBfl ;«W ^TTrj
r k ‘ > kiu. m «
^'Wistr:
' i><
Gardner Log Cabin. Spirit Lake Monument, and Museum, Arnolds Park
Burial Site of Herbert and Lou Henry Hoover. West Branch
228
An Amish Man Drives His Team into Kalona
Wyatt Earp Home and Holland Museum. Pella
Mid-Victorian Susie Sower Horne, Marshalltown
Historic Manning Hotel, Keosauqua
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Old Capitol, Iowa City—Home of the University of Iowa
Centennial Building, Iowa City — Home of the State Historical Society of Iowa
232
Wild Rose — State Flower of Iowa
Eastern Goldfinch — State Bird of Iowa
MARKER FOR FORT MADISON: THE FIRST AMERICAN
FORT IN IOWA (1808-1813)
Fort Madison
233
REPLICA OF THE FIRST SCHOOL IN IOWA (1830)
Galland in Lee County
SCHOOL ATTENDED BY HERBERT QUICK
Orion Park in Grundy Center
H E R B E R T  QUICK  
S C H O O L -H O U S E
234


OUR HEROIC WAR DEAD CIVIL WAR
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J o h n  M. C o r s e  
Burlington
S a m u e l  R y a n  C u r t i s
Keokuk
National Cemetery
Keokuk
237
OUR FIRST IOWANS ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
C h i e f  K e o k u k  
Keokuk
C h i e f  M a h a s k a  
Oskaloosa
Black Hawk Springs 
Burlington
238
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GRAVE OF ANSEL BRIGGS ~  FIRST STATE GOVERNOR
Andrew
_________
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Monument Over Grave 
of Ansel Briggs 
Andrew
Bronze Tablet Marking 
Tree Planted by Ansel Briggs 
Andrew
Butterworth Tavern — Ansel Briggs Lived Here
Andrew
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WAR EAGLE S GRAVE OVERLOOKING THE BIG SIOUX
Sioux City
MONUMENT TO SERGEANT CHARLES FLOYD
Sioux City
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Herbert Hoover Birthplace
Iowa: A Guide 
Keyes, C. R.. 
Petersen, Wm. 
Petersen, Wm. 
Petersen, Wm. 
Swisher, J. A., 
Swisher. J. A.. 
Wright, Susie 
8. 1943.
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to the Hawkeye State. Viking Press, N.Y. 1938.
Shall Iowa Have National Monuments7 Iowa Journal of History, Jan., 1933. 
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